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Aisling Reilly

From:
Sent:
T c) o

( C 0
Subject:

Aisling Reilly
Friday 1 August 2025 12:31
kfleming@mkoireland.ie
Evelina Sadauskaite

RE: ABP-321776-25 & ABP-321882-25 HSE Woodlands Campus Submission

A Chara,

The Commission acknowledges receipt of your email; official correspondence will issue in due course.

Kind regards,
Aisling

From: Katie Fleming <kfleminR@mkoireland.ie>
Sent: Wednesday, 30 July 2025 15:57
To: LAPS <laps@pleanala.ie>
Cc: Evelina Sadauskaite <esadauskaite@mkoireland.ie>
Subject: ABP-321776-25 & ABP-321882-25 HSE Woodlands Campus Submission

ICaution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk.

Dear Sir/Madam,

Please see attached submission for ABP-321776-25 and ABP-321 882-25 on behalf of the HSE
Woodlands CampUS, which we were invited tO make a submission on a letter dated 9th July 2025.

If you require any further information, please let me know.

Kind regards,
Katie.

Katie Fleming
Planner
MKO

Tuam Road, Galway, H91 VW84 A
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1 INTRODUCTION
On behalf of our client, Health SerbIce Executive (HSE), C/O Gate Lodi,e, NIerlin Park University Hospital
Galway, ive wish to makc a further submission to the BusConnects Dublin Road Gallmy Planning
Application (ABP Ref: 321776) and Compulsory Purchase Order (Case Ref: 321882) which should be
read in conjunction with the submission made on the 16" " April 2025. Galwav C-itv Council (GCC)
responded to the submissions and on the 9""" July 2025, MKO, on behalf of the HSE, were in\{ted Bv An
Coinrisi6n Pleanala to make a subnUssion on the GCC response referred to above.

The BublConnects project is intended to provide pedestrian, cycle and public transport infrasuucture along
a 3.8 kIn corridor on the R338 Dublin Road from the l\Ioneenabeisha Junction to the Doughiska.Junction.
MKO are making a submission on the GCC Response, on behalf of the HSE, who o\\b the Woodlands
Czunpus, situated alorIg the R338 and a(ljaccnt to whcrc pcdcstrian, cycle and public transpc)it corridor
infrastructure is propose(L

The HSE is hIlly sllpl)ortivc of dlc BtlsConnccts Dublin Road Gallrav pr(jcct as a key infrastrrlcturc
rrpqrade which will benelit aris part of the City and enll;Ince and facilitate mt)re sustainable transpoII
c)pportunities for those who live and tvork in Galway but also in the immediate \{cinity of the proposed
Dublin Road prQject.

\Vhile the IISE is fully supportive of the prQject in principle, the purpose of this subrrrission ib to respond
to the GCC Response Docunrent. It is of critical importance that the Bus Connects project dr)es not
negatively iInpact on the ong(>inK or future operati011s of the V\’oodlands Campus and in central role in the
provision of scr\lees for Galway and for tIle nl(Icr arca which it serves.
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2, SUBI llSSION TO GCC RESPONSE-
PLANNING APPLICATION
Section 2.6 of the Galway City Council Response document discusses the IISE Planning Application
submission rnade on the 16" April 2025. This section of this report wIll directly respond to the GCC
responses on the \Voodlands Campus submission.

2.1 GCC Response (i)
'En8rgernent wIth all relevant stakeholders, including the HSE/Brothers o[ CharIty, nln be carried out
appropHately to ensure adequate consultation prior to the colnnrencenrent of Proposed Development.
Detailed Method Staternents wIll be prepared by the appointed (-onstruck)r for all work elements prior to
the colnnnncenlent of the wortu. GCC confinn that the HSE Brothers of Charity will be pro\lded an
t)pponunit}’ to /'c'r7Z'r r and c(>mnrcnt on tlrcsc Xfcthod Statements plldr k) ally works commcncillg.

Chapter i (C'onstrucd(XI) of \’olumc 2 of dIC EIAR and Prcliminall’ Design Report collrained in the
Supplemental InfOTmation orrthnc that w.orkb'; at the Brothers of Charity \all involve the rcrlro\'al and
rebuilding of the bc)undal}’ \vaII using salvaged stone on a hke-l'c)r-like basis, with minimal disruption to
existing features. The use of imported stone \\III be kept to a minimum. TemporarY land take nln be
reinstated postconstnlcdon, and final boundary treaUnent5 will be agreed with the HSI/Brothers of ChaI-itv.

Section i. I. I of Chapter 5 sets out the fbIlouing works with regard to Brothers of Charity:
'The works in the Brothers of Charity wIll include dernoJition of tIVO single-story buildings located just inside
the existing boundary ural. The \vaII wIll also be demolished either side of the main entrance and \\III be
rebuilt at the ncir b(>und;In it)catiolr reusing tllc stone frc)nr the CIistirrg \taII.’

Furtlrcrmorc, Sccdt)ll .i.i.2.9 states the R)Honing wIth regard to demolidon:

'The dcnrolition \n)rks will als c> irnr)l\'c thc rcnl(n'al of scc[ions ofcxistillg stone bc)url(tart' traIls.
All cut and dressed stone \till be recorded (written, drawn, photographic) prR)T to and after
removal. TIre salvaged stone will be catalogued, labelled, and stored at site temporary comp( lund
area and will be used to re-blliJd the wall along the new' site b<)undar\' on an as like basis.

/Int- lands acquired tenrporarib- to facilitate construction work xviII be returned to landowners on
cornpletion of the tvorks. Existing boundary walls or lancing being relocated wIll be constructed to match
the existing condidon'i. unless other\\lse agreed. The remo t’aI of trees, vegetation, lawns, paving etc will be
lnininrisc(1 in so far as practicable.

Sccdorl 4.6.17 (Cllaptcr J) land L’sc all(I Accomrnodadon \yorks in \’olumc 2 of tIle EIAR and Section
13.2 of the Preliminary Design Report stated the foIIo Itins: \\llcre cellar and private landings are aHbctcd
by tIle proposed dcvclopnrerlr prccorlsnuctioll and post construction sur\'c}'s MII be performed by the
appointed contractor. It till be detcrmined during the detailed design stage if strengthening Iyorks are
required to these existing strllctllres.

To maintain the character and setting of the proposed de\'elopnrent, the approach to underlaking
the ne by boundaEy UeaUnent works along the dcveloprnent is replacement on a 'like for like’ basis
in terms of material selection and general desthetics. unless otherwIse noted on the draulngs. Final
dcEriIs of boundary u-dlls, BItes and driveways wIll be agreed between the afFected land(nnrers and
GCC dunn}, the accorrrnrodation works ncgotiations.

2.1.1 HSE Submission to Response (i)

The HSE acknowledges Galway City Collncil’s corrrmitment to reinstatinq temporary lands acquired on a
like-for-like basis. It is the HSE’s expectation that such reinstatenrent will be carTied out in accordance with
appropriate contenrporary standards and best practice. The IISE would welcome engagenrent ttlth Galway
City Council to clarify the specific scope, standards, and nrethodoloqy of the proposed reinstatement \yorks .
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22 Operational Activity - GCC Response (ii) & (iv)
'GCC will ensure continuity of access for users of the \Voodlands Campus and also the security and the
safeguarding of operations ulthin thc Campus during the construction staLe. Details reBuding local
tcrnpora cv access proHsions MII be discussed with stakeholders prior to construction stalling in the area. A
dctailed plan will be established, as is stated in Appendix A.5. / (CENIP) of \’olumc I of the LIAR. to
mitigate any adverse impact during construction phase and will be shared in advance with tIle HSE. Prior
to implementation, all traaic management measures MII be agreed \\{th the relevant local authority, and
tvhere reJe\ant, constIItation with An Garda Siochind and other stat tltor\' stakeholders wIll be undertaken.

Should the Proposed DewIoprnent be approved by the Board, the appointed contractor will be required
t( I liaise directly with the IISE and the Brothers of Charity to facilitate the ongoing use of the access and
egress points during the construction stage. as set out ab(n’e.

\\IIen roads and streets are being upgraded, there IaN be some tenlporar\’ disruption / alterations to access
tv prcnliscs in certain loGltiollS ;llollg tIle Proposed Dc\-cloplncnt. Local arrangcrncnbi IUll be made on a
case-by<’asc basis to maintain continucd acccss to homes and businesses aflicrc(1 by thc works. at all
times, where practicable. As set out in Section 5.5.3.2 of Chaptcr i (Construction) of \’olumc 2 of the
LIAR, 'details regarding temporary access provisions will be discussed \dtlr residents and business owners
prior to consUucdon starting in the area. The duration of the works niH la/l’ hom propeIT}’ to properr\’, but
access and egress wIll be maintained at all times.

Section 5. t. 1 of Chapter i pro\ides details of the construction acti liLies in Section 1, East of XIoneena,geisha
function to Skerrinfuncdon. The expected construction duration for the section will be approximately 13
lnonths. However, construedon aed\ltics at in(Ii\lduaJ pIob ItIII have shorter durations than outlined in
ovenlc IV of construction works prescntcd in Section 5.4 of Chapter 5.

In relation k) the ('onshucdcul \\’orkilr; Hours, Section 5.8.3 of Chapter .; states:

'The constluctioll lrorking Irours will be Hnrc restricted ill accordance INth the ('onshuc fion ('(>ntrac(.
X’c)mral corlstrucd(ul Itorkin}, hours will bc restricted to bertteen 07:00 and 19:0(> oil u-cckda\’s and bcnrccn
08:00 and 1 1:00 on SatuTd;lys. Night-time and Sunday working wIll be required durlnq certain periods tc)
lrlininrise the inrpac-t on road traffic nro\’enlents during the da}'tinle. for example at busy road junctions and
in connnerciaJ areas, and for such wc)rIa as pavenlent / road surfhc-ing. The planning of such \torki xviiI
take consideration of sensitive receptors. in particular any nearby residenda] areas

AddidonaIl}-, Seed cllr .5.2. 1.2 (>fAppelldix Ai. I {C'EXfP) of \’oIume I of tIle EL4R. states dlat all objecd\'e
vf the Collstruction Traffic Nlanagcrrrcnt Pl;ul is to 'crlsurc dismptiorr is nrillimiscd, nth access to Ilouses
;nuI busirrcsscs nraintaincd, as is reasonably practicable iII dclivcrinb thc Proposed Dcvclopmcrrt.’

2.2.1 HSE Submission to Response (ii) & (iv)
The HSE acLulowledges GCC's commitment to engaging wIth landowners regarding temporary access
arrangements prior to the conunencelnent of construction. The HSE wIshes to emphasise the irnport,Ince
of ensuring that operational activities at the V\’oodlands Campus remain unaITected during this period. To
tha end, the IISE seeks meaningful and ongoing engagement wIth GCC to facilitate the continued efficient
operation of the canrpus throughout the consnuction phase.
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3. SUBMISSION TO GCC RESPONSE
COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER
Section 2.6 of the Galway City Council Response document discusses the IISE Woodlands Campus
CPO subnrission rnade on the 16" April 2025. This section of this report wIll directly respond to the
GCC responses OII the \Voodlands Carnpus subrnission.

3.1 GCC Response (iii)
The separation of the site on this pennanent and tenrpc)raN acquisition basis will ensure that onjy the lands
required far the construction and operation of the Proposed Devel(>prnent al-e acquired on a permanent
basis. Sirnilarl}-, the proposed telnpc)racy lands proposed to be acquired relate solejy to the construction of
the developnlent. Lands acquired on a ternporav’ basis will be returned to the landowner post construction,

The proposed C-PO at the Brothers of Charity site results in the boundary between temporary and
pcmrancnt acquisidon disscctillg nIV cxisdrlg buildings ui[hill the site. The proposed acquisiti(>II MII rcsulr
in thc demolition of the two buildings, the footprint of part of one srrch building being on thc lands intcndcd
to be comprllsorily acquired on a temporary basis.

The submission Irelpl-uIly queries luny that demolished structure is to be fully reinstated replaced, as it wIll
not be practical or possible to so reinstate part of a building that has been denrolished. If approved the
Proposed De\’elopnwnt wIll see the lands on which pall of the buildings \vere located, the footprint ol
which is identified in the scheme maps as being required to be acquired on a temporary basis, returned to
dIe Brothers of Charity.

It is suI{Rested that the issues of reinsCltelnenD'’replacelnelrt of these buildillgs alrd dre associated
conlpcIlsafion for ally disruption nra)’ bc addrcsscd through fair compcnsadoll. Subject (o the Prciposed
Dc\-cIt)pmcllf bcirlg appr(n-cd and the ('PO corrfirmcd by fIre Board. d Nodcc k) Tre;r r may then be sorted
on tIle land(nurcr whose land is bcinF, acquired. Folk)ning solder of the No tice to Treat. the landourrcr
wIll be required tc) submit a claim ku conrpensation and as part of this process, Gal\tay City Ct)unc-iI will
pay the reasonable costs (as part of the cl laIrD for the landowner to enBr+,e its agent / valuer in preparing,
negotiating, and acl\lsing on colnpensation. Reinstatelllent of property frontafe including gates. railings.
driveway and footpath wIll be on a like for like ba;is and detailed accommodation \yorks plans \all be
prep;ucd in consulCltioll \Hdl IiIndourrcrs in line nih any h)rnliII afrccmcrrLs and ill ac'cord;uIcc nth all)
cmbcdcJcd nlitigafions idcndficd in tIle EL+R or conditiorls/nlcrdinca[ions from the Board in relation to the
Propc)sed Dc\-elopmcrlr.

Durirrg tIle detailed design pllasc of fIre pr(!jcct, GCC wIll crlgrge with the Brothers of ('lrdrih' arId the HSE
in msl>cct to tircir rcslncti it rcqrrircnrcnts IIu nrcthod statcnrcnts in respect to conslructjt)II activities and
the reinstatement of lands.

3.1'1 HSE Submission to Response
The IISE acknowledges Galway City Council’s cornIniUrrenl to reinstating lands acquired on a temporary
basis on a like-foI--like basis. It is the HSE’s expccLrtion that such reinstatement uMI be carl-icd out in
accor(lancc with approplldtc conteml)oran’ standards and best practicc. The HSE would wclcomc
engagement with Galway City C'orurcil to clarify the specific scope, standards, and methodology of tlrc
proposed reinstatelrrent works.

3.2 GCC Response (v)
' if the CPO is confirmed by dIC Board, a Notice to Treat will be sorted on the 1;utdowIlt*r \those lull(1 is
bcinb acquired. FollowIng seNco of the Notice to Trcat, the landOUTlcr will be required to submit a claim
for compensation and as part of this proccss. GCC will pay the reasonable costs (as part of the claim) for
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tIle landowner to engage its agent/valuer in preparing, negotiating, and ad\lsirlg on cornpensati)n. These
are matters that can be successfUljy addressed between Brothers of Charity, HSE and GCC.’

3.2.1 HSE Submission to Response (v)

The HSE acknowledges GCC Response (v) and welcomes future engagement with GCC in relation to
colllpc11satloII,
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CONCLUSION
The Health Service Executive is supportive in prlnciple of the overall objectives of the BusConnects Dublin
Road prqject, recognising its potential to significantly imt)1-o\-e public transport connccti\ity, reduce
congestion, and enhance access to services. However, while the HSE welcomes the project and the
continued engagement with GCC in relation to Method Statements etc, it wishes to highlight the need for
clarity in relation to the reinstatement of lands on a like-for-like basis and that any such works be completed
in accordance wIth appropriate contemporary standards.

The HSE loon forward to continued engageInent to ensure that the final design appropriately addresses
these issues while delivering on the broader benefits of the Bus Connects project.
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